
CITY OF OVID        Approved & corrected on 8/8/2022 
REGULAR MEETING  
JULY 11, 2022            
 
Mayor Lasher opened the public hearing at 7:00 pm and led the pledge of allegiance.  
  
ROLL CALL: Mr. Lasher, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway, Ms. Perrien, Mr. William, Mr. Brown  
ABSENT: Mr. Starn  
EX OFFICIOS:  Rich Simpson - DPW Superintendent, Liza Kusnier-Treasurer and Josefina Medina-Clerk. 
VISITORS: Jeff Flynn, Ben Helms, Lyle Perrien II and Melissa Jones.  
  
AGENDA:  A motion was made by Brown, second by Williams to approve agenda as printed 
    MOTION CARRIED  
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Brown, second by Ordiway to accept the minutes of the Public Hearing & 
Regular meeting held on June 13th, Public Hearing held on June 22nd and Special Meeting Held on June 28, 2022 
as printed. 
    MOTION CARRIED  
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Brown second by Perrien to accept the check register for the period of 
June 15th, thru July 12, 2022 as presented.  
    MOTION CARRIED 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mr. Flynn owner of the Main Bar asked if council would consider allowing him to extend the 
noise ordinance for the 9th & 10th of September for Carriage Days so that he can have his music until 1 am for both 
days.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Williams, seconded by Ordiway to authorize the Main Bar to 
extend the noise ordinance for the 9th & 10th of September for Carriage Days until 1 am for both days as 
requested. 
  MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier reported that a letter was put in the drop box from the property located at 1310 Maple 
Ct., requesting relief on the sewer item due to his daughter left the hose on outside and it ran into the ground not 
the sewer.  Therefore, he is requesting that we adjust the bill due July 20th, to the average on the sewer line.  
Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Brown, second by Hibbard to adjust the bill to the average on the 
sewer line only as requested.  
  MOTION CARRIED 
There also, was a letter from a resident that requested that the late notice fee be waived.  Reason was explained in 
the letter that was submitted to council.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Hibbard second by 
Williams to deny the request to waive the late notice fee for both accounts mentioned in the letter from Ms. 
Matznick.   
  MOTION CARRIED 
DPW:  Mr. Simpson went over his report.  He informed the council on the progress with DIXION Engineers on the 
repair at the tower on M-21.  Discussion was held on what EGLE’s expectations are for the Water system.  
 
During the inspection they found a tear on one of the screens at the tower on M-21 stand pipe.  They also, are 
suggesting that we purchase a backup for the backup on the high service pump.   
 
A motion was made by Ordiway, second by Williams to accept the Treasurer & DPW reports as presented.   
  MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS:   

1. Mayor Lasher reported that we had three applicants for the Police Chief’s position and the  
Personnel Committee recommends that we hire Mr. Ben Helms as a Part-Time Chief.  Mayor Lasher introduced Mr. 
Helms. 
 
Mr. Helms gave a synopsis of his experience in Law Enforcement.  He currently is working full time for the City of 
St. Johns.  He is looking forward in working and getting to know the staff & community. His focus will be to try to 
fill the positions available in the department.  He thanked the council for giving him this opportunity. 



 
A motion was made by Brown, second by Mr. Williams to hire Mr. Helms as the new Part time City of Ovid’s 
Chief of Police.   
  MOTION CARRIED 

2. Discussion was held on the replacement of the 2014 patrol car with a new Tahoe and how we  
would be paying for it.   
 
Mr. Ordiway asked if we planned to purchase it out right or lease.  Mayor Lasher replied that by leasing it evens 
the cash flow.   
 
Mrs. Perrien asked if we need to make a decision tonight?   Mayor Lasher replied that the dealership needs to 
know if we want to proceed with the purchase and if not, they will offer it to another Police Department.  Further 
discussion was held.  A motion was made by Williams, second by Brown to inform the dealership that we are 
proceeding with the leasing of the vehicle.    
  MOTION CARRIED 

3. Mr. Simpson presented an invoice from Dixon Engineering for the repair of installing the new  
screens on the stand pipe at the tower located on M-21 in the amount of $1,500.  A motion was made by Brown, 
second by Perrien to authorize payment to Dixon Engineering in the amount of $1,500. 
  MOTION CARRIED 

4. Discussion was held on the UTV for the DPW.  Carts R Us is the vendor and we can get the  
lights on it for an additional amount of 645 dollars.  A motion was made by Brown, second by Williams  
to authorize the purchase of the UTV from Carts R Us in the amount of $11,400 and to include the cost for the 
light system and LOGO.   
  MOTION CARRIED 

5. Discussion was held on the option to waive the fee for opening & closing of grave for any  
current or past council members.   
 
Ms. Perrien expressed her opinion that as a council member when we make decisions, we should not do it to 
benefit ourselves therefore, she is opposed to that suggestion.   
 
Mr. Williams wondered if it was even legal to do that or even ethical.  All were in agreement and no action was 
taken. 
 

6. Treasurer Kusnier explained reason for the proposed budget amendments.  When we did the  
budget, we didn’t have the correct taxable value so the amount that we owe OMESA actually is more than what 
we budgeted and with CAASA we decided to increase the amount 7 dollars so we had to up that.  When the 
taxable value changed, we would be collecting more than what we budgeted for.  so, what she did was up what we 
would be getting and increased the lines of expense. The extra she just placed it in the Police line as we always do.  
The other one is for General Fund, which is the same concept we will collect more taxes so I increased what we 
would be getting and increased the lines that needed to be increased for now we will have a surplus of just over 50 
thousand dollars that will just set there until we need it.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Perrien, 
second by Williams to approve all the budget amendments as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

7. Clerk Medina reported the list of Election Inspectors and that the Primary will be held on August  
2nd.  The polls will open at 7 am and close at 8 pm.  The election will be set up in the Activity room.    
 
Mr. Williams reported that he was approached by a representative from Holy Family Church asking what they 
would need to do to be able to connect to the city’s water & sewer system.  Discussion was held and Mayor Lasher 
stated that he would reach out to them to discuss this because there will be a number of things that need to 
happen before that could happen.  No action taken. 
 



CARRIAGE DAYS:  Miss Hibbard reported that they are getting ready for their first fundraiser of the year which is a 
Wine Tasting event at Uncle Johns Cider Mill on July 21st.   
 
CEMETERY:  Mr. Ordiway asked if we had heard anything on the roof?  Ms. Medina reported that all documents 
are signed and that they said sometime in July they would begin. 
 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that they paid bills. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Perrien reported that they are looking at officially changing the Gazebo property to 
a Veteran Memorial Park.  Mrs. Jones added that earlier when we spoke of doing this it was at the location where 
the football field is on First Street but, the cost to install electricity and all the equipment verses being at the 
property in question was too high.  Our thought was that we could create community involvement and bring more 
people to the downtown area.  So, our recommendation would be to change the zoning to a park and then we 
could begin with development & design and talk about fundraising and budget to do this project.   
 
The other thought was that if the city or other entities wanted to contribute funds toward making that the new 
location for a Veterans Memorial Park it would not be able to be sold without a vote of the public.  Discussion was 
held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss Hibbard to designate the city owned parcel 580-000-
0117-013-50 as a city owned park.  Mayor Lasher asked that the Clerk take roll call:  YEAS:  Perrien, Ordiway, 
Brown, Hibbard, Williams and Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Starn. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
Mayor Lasher asked if this should be in a resolution format?  Ms. Medina stated that she would think that the 
State would require it to be but that she has no experience in do designations of properties but that she would 
inquire to the State that question. 
 
Mayor Lasher stated that currently the property is still in the DDA’s name put it in the city’s name.   
 
Ms. Medina asked if she should just ask about all properties owned by city that they are in the city’s names and 
anything with DDA on them be transferred to City of Ovid’s name too.  Mayor Lasher replied yes. 
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported meeting on Wednesday the 13th. 
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown reported that in April they talked about millage rates.  He informed council that he received an 
email asking that they would like to increase per capita as scheduled from $12 to 14 and in 2024: from $15 to $16 
then in 2029 they would like to increase it from $20 to $26 and then 2030 have it at $28 per capita.  Discussion was 
held.   Mayor Lasher asked that Mr. Brown inform CAASA that the city would like to first see a five-year budget 
before making any decisions.  No action taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 7:59 pm. 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


